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WESTERN CHAPTER  

Last year, the Western 

Chapter IECA with the 

help of the California 

Water Board, Caltrans, 

UC Davis, USDA, 

CalPoly-SLO, plus expert 

consultants from select 

companies, came 

together as a group to 

share critical manage-

ment strategies dealing 

with drought in California, 

affecting many in the 

green industry. 

As everyone knows, the 

State has increased 

restrictions on water use 

and has added more 

regulations that affect all 

of us as individual 

homeowners and not just 

our industry. 

As an organization with 

knowledge on water 

preservation, it is our 

responsibility to outreach 

to our fellow neighbors and city officials to guide them 

through this difficult time. 

As an army of individuals armed with methods and 

ideas on drought, we need to devise a battle plan.  

Set Up Local Campaigns to Produce Awareness 

Give people a specific message they can act on, such 

as, “Decrease your irrigation time”, “Water at night”, or 

“Buy [this] kind of drip irrigation”. This is much more 

efficient than a general statement, like “‘Conserve water 

because it’s a good idea”. Everybody believes they 

should conserve. How can we as a group convey 

simple, basic methods that can be followed throughout 

the green industry? What messages would that be?  
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SPCC PLAN Writing for Tier II Facilities -Developing Cost Effective 

Strategies for Assuring Compliance and Ease of Implementation 

As many within the 

environmental field know, 

Spill Containment, 

Control, and Counter-

measure (SPCC) 

regulations have been in 

place for more than 20 

years. Similarly to water 

quality, these regulations 

continue to be 

amended—updated – 

revised and extended. If 

you are in the field 

preparing SPCC plans it 

is important to under-

stand SPCC amend-

ments to assist your 

clients in achieving 

compliance on an 

ongoing basis.  

Similar to the State 

Water Resources 

Control Board’s 

(SWRCB’s) new 

Industrial General Permit 

(IGP), the first step in the 

SPCC Plan process is to 

determine if your facility 

is actually required to 

prepare a plan. 
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Get the latest Chapter 

news online - Check it 

out today at: 

www.wcieca.org 
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Set Up Drought 

Response Outreach for 

Schools and 

Communities 

The SWRCB is 

developing a Drought 

Response Outreach 

Program for Schools that 

will focus on awareness of 

water resource 

sustainability at schools. 

This can also be done for 

communities to promote 

installing rain gardens, 

bio-swales, tree boxes, 

installing rooftop rainwater 

catchment systems (rain 

barrels, cisterns, 

disconnect rooftop storm 

drains from storm water 

systems) to enhance 

water sustainability.  

What, as a group, can we 

suggest specifically in our 

local communities that 

would foster water 

sustainability?)  

 

Drought Continues        (Continued from page 1) 

 Set up Drought Resources for Individuals, 

Communities and City Districts. 

The State of California has set up a website Error! 

Hyperlink reference not valid. to give up-to-date 

information on the drought and general water conditions 

throughout the state. There, someone can find valuable 

references such as maps and charts and current 

information on public updates on groundwater conditions. 

The Arizona Department of Water Resources has set up a 

website for drought tolerant plants. It describes each 

plant’s different requirements based on soil type.  The 

website also has template ideas that independent cities 

could use to create their own specific program: 

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/AMAs/ 

LowWaterUsePlantList.htm. 

The endeavor is known as the Phoenix Active Manage-

ment Area (AMA) (AZ has custom elevations). Its 

resources include: 

 Phoenix AMA Drought Tolerant / Low Water Use 

Plant List by category: Annual Wild-flowers, Grasses, 

Groundcovers, Perennial Wildflowers, and more.  

 Phoenix AMA Drought Tolerant / Low Water Use 

Plant List by botanical name to assist growers.  

 Phoenix AMA Drought Tolerant / Low Water Use 

Plant list Bibliography. 

 Phoenix AMA Supplemental Plants  

 Phoenix AMA Modification Form - Edit or Update 

current Plant list  

The WCIECA should do this for the cities, to reinforce what 

the WCIECA can do and how valuable this organization is 

for issues on the environment. 

Who in our group can help setup specific plant-water-need 

templates for local communities that would benefit towards 

water reduction?  Who and how many of us will take the 

lead?  

 

Be All You Can Be 
 

An organization is 

only as strong and 
active as its 

members-will you 

become active? A few 

good people are 

needed on all the 
committees. As 

Peter McRae 

says – “many hands 

do make light work!” 

Please see the 

Committees List on 
the Western 

Chapter’s website to 

see how your talents 

and interests may 

benefit your peers 

and email the 
chairperson of that 

committee today!  

 

At least two more 

candidates will be 

needed at our 

upcoming election in 

June for your Board 

of Directors-will you 

answer the call or 

nominate a good 
candidate? Think 

about it...do people 

say you are a "good 

leader"? 
 

As Chris alludes to in 

his article, there are 
many opportunities to 

provide professional 

consulting services to 

water purveyors and 

governmental agencies 

who are attempting to 

achieve compliance 

with the State’s ever-

expanding water 

conservation 

regulations. Think 

about the opportunities 

or give Chris a call. He 

is always willing to 
discuss opportunities 

and is a great resource. 
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Chris Marr 

WCIECA VP 

ESI Resource Services 

(916) 985-7787 

chris6444@sbcglobal.net 
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CALL FOR ARTICLES 

Do you have a 

technical article, 

regulatory update or 

event announcement 

you'd like to share with 

your fellow members?  

Please forward articles 

to Doug Dowden, 

WCIECA Editor-in-

Chief at stormwaterca 

@att.net and we'll 

publish them in the 

next issue of Western 

Chapter News! Thank 

you! 

ADVERTISE WITH 

WCIECA 

A one-year ad 

insertion in Western 

Chapter News also 

includes placement in 

the WCIECA.org 

Products & Services 

Directory and rotation 

of your banner ad 

throughout the 

Chapter's 

WCIECA.org web site!  

Contact Cyndi 

Brinkhurst at (530) 

272-2407 or 

westernchapter@gmail

.com to reserve your 

ad space today! 
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Determining factors 

include type of operation, 

type and quantities of 

chemical usage, and 

applicability of certain 

exemptions. Even if your 

client’s facility is not 

required to prepare a plan, 

documenting through a 

negative declaration for 

your client’s files showing 

the assessment and 

calculations at a minimum 

is an excellent exercise if 

a regulator inspects the 

site in the future.  

Following the site / facility 

assessment, most 

facilities (apx. 66%) 

determine that a Tier II 

SPCC plan is required. 

Now which specific 

elements are required to 

be included in the plan 

requires careful evaluation 

and collaboration by 

various departments, such 

as Environmental Health 

and Safety, production, 

SPCC Plan … (Continued from Page 1) 

 facilities, maintenance, 

and legal is essential for 

plan development 

success. Following this, 

most SPCC specialists will 

confer with the local 

regulatory authority prior 

to submission. 

There are many options 

for developing a SPCC 

plan based upon facility 

size, operation and, of 

course, environmental 

risk. The options for small 

facilities include Full Plan 

development, a Self-

Certified Plan for Tier II 

Qualified Facilities and in 

limited situations Tier I 

Qualified. There are also 

specific situations wherein 

a facility can be exempt. 

I have made the 

comparisons in this article 

of the SPCC plan to the 

SWRCB’s new IGP simply 

because if you are out in 

the field providing robust– 

or maybe more aptly put–

comprehensive 

environmental services to 

your clients you may want 

to expand your repertoire 

of knowledge and skills to 

include SPCC plan 

development and 

management. Most 

facilities that require IGP 

coverage will require an 

SPCC plan and/or at a 

minimum a Spill 

Management Plan.  

 

Doug Dowden 

CPESC,QSD/QSP, CMS4S 

WC/ECA President 

stormwaterca@att.net 

Environmental Compliance 
Specialist, LLC. 

(805) 237-9938 

It’s a great opportunity to 

network with chapter 

members and others in the 

'trade' to discuss current 

issues in a relaxed and 

informal atmosphere. Talk 

about local erosion and 

sediment issues, regulation 

updates, new techniques or 

other related issues. 

How to host? 
 Decide on Event Type. 

HOST A PUB/PIZZA/SOCIAL NIGHT/LUNCH OR MIXER ON THE WCIECA 
 Pick Venue & Location. 
 Determine Date & Time. 
 Recruit Help–Volunteers. 
 Get Guest Speaker. 
o Determine topic. 
o Determine audio & visual 

needs 

 Advertise to members via 
the WCIECA & to others. 

WCIECA Administrative 

Assistant can help. 

 Budget: Reimbursement 

up to $10 per person for 

snacks & non-alcoholic 

beverages. Notify a Board 
Member first. 

 At event, designate a 

greeter. 

 Have attendees sign-in. 

 Follow up – send thank 

you notes 

 Submit all receipts within 

30 days to WCIECA 

Treasurer with form 

obtained from the Board 

Member.    Have Fun! 
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KUDOS CORNER 

Do you know of a Member 

who has gone the extra 

mile on behalf of the 

Western Chapter? Do you 

know of a Member who is 

implementing innovative 

techniques and / or 

technologies in the field? 

Let us know so that we 

can acknowledge his or her 

outstanding contributions 

or achievements in the 

field of Stormwater. We 

encourage you to send us 

a short write-up outlining a 

fellow member's 

outstanding contributions 

and/ or achievements for 

our next newsletter to 

stormwaterca@att.net. 

Jeff Endicott with CASC 

Engineering, John 

McCullah with Salix 

Applied Eathercare with 

and David Franklin with 

Envirotech Services 

recently spearheaded and 

brought together an 

unbelievable workshop / 

summit – Erosion Control 

BMP Summit - at Shasta 

College. If you missed it, 

read the write-up in this 

edition. Thank you Jeff, 

John and David. 

Peter McRae with Quattro 

Environmental, Inc. has 

been our consummate 

champion of all things 

Western Chapter since… 

well… forever. Peter 

serves as our Treasurer 

and has been a mainstay 

and inspiration too many 

members since the 

Western Chapter was 

formed. Peter, thank you 

for all that you do for the 

Western Chapter. 

Introducing EarthGuard
®
 EDGE

TM

, a pellet form of the popular erosion-control product, 
EarthGuard Fiber Matrix. The new EDGE pellet formula allows users to apply the product 
without water by hand, mechanically, or aerially. It’s ideal for use in remote areas with 
limited water, areas suffering from drought conditions and for smaller projects where 
erosion control spray-on product or blankets are cost-prohibitive. 

Traditional spray-on erosion control products can take up to 9,000 gallons of water per acre 
depending on the product and application rate used.  EDGE gives contractors another 
erosion control option where water prices are high or where water conservation is 
imperative.  

It is important to note that EarthGuard
®
 EDGE

TM

 doesn’t not activate until the application 
receives precipitation. This allows the product to lay dormant and inactive until it is needed, 
thereby increasing the product’s longevity. Much more for much less! “EarthGuard products 
work on the soil directly, offering users much more for much less... Competitors’ products 

need to cover 100% of surface area in order to work. EarthGuard
®
 EDGE

TM

 covers more 
area in a shorter window of time and spreads naturally to untreated areas, so you spend 
significantly less on both the product and the labor to apply it. Like other Terra Novo 

products, EarthGuard
®
 EDGE

TM

 is a user-friendly product designed with the installer in mind 
and is formulated to work to our customers’ highest standards while delivering enormous 
product and labor savings” according to Scott Harrison, President of Terra Novo.  

Who should use EarthGuard
®
 EDGE

TM

: Farmers, land and home developers, oil and gas 
companies, forest services and departments of transportation.   

EarthGuard has completed successful projects for well-known brands, including the Federal 
Highway Administration, Chevron, Shell, Exxon Mobil, First Solar, the U.S. Forest 
Service and many well-known home builders.  

EarthGuard
®
 EDGE

TM

 pellets can easily be applied by: Air, hand and machine. 

EarthGuard
®
 EDGE

TM

 offers easy application for small and remote sites without 
hydromulching.  

 Non-toxic  

 Saves Water 

 100% biodegradable  

 Meets NSF drinking-water standards  

 Absorbs the impact of raindrops  

 Provides immediate erosion control  

 Provides soil stabilization until permanent vegetation is established or until 
construction has resumed.  

Effective For:  

 Slope stabilization 

 Landscape design 

 Reclamation 

 Storm water runoff protection 

 Pipelines construction 

 Fire/burn rehabilitation 

 Land development 

 Construction 
For technical services or to locate the nearest EarthGuard® dealer Call 1-888-843-1029.  

Visit Terra Novo online at: earthguard.com  

Terra Novo is located at: 2930 Patton Way, Bakersfield, CA 93308 

 

Western Chapter Page 4 

EROSION CONTROL WITHOUT LIMITS 

WESTERN CHAPTER INTERNATIONAL EROSION CONTROL ASSOCIATION SUMMER 2015 WWW.WCIECA.ORG 

 

mailto:stormwaterca@att.net
http://www.wcieca.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our Facebook page and 

see pictures from recent events (i.e. 

The Erosion Control BMP Summit at 

Shasta College). ‘Like’ our 

Facebook page, comment and / or 

start a conservation at 

www.facebook.com/WCIECA.  

 

By the way Kudo’s to Cyndi 

Brinkhurst, our exceptional 

Administrative Assistant for all her 

great work at the Summit and in 

keeping us moving forward.    

Last year, the Western Chapter IECA, with the help of the California Water Board, 

Caltrans, UC Davis, USDA, CalPoly-SLO plus expert consultants from select 

companies, came together as a group to share critical management strategies dealing 

with drought in California, affecting many in the green industry. During the Symposium 

there were new products that were brought up to the audience to help deal with drought. 

 

Mature grapes 

and more leafs 

TerraPro® Treated Pinot Noir  

Watered Every 12 Days  

 

Dried grapes and 

brown leafs 

Non-treated Pinot Noir  

Watered Every 4 Days  

 

Salt Reduction  

Photos of pinot noir Soil Secrets' TerraPro® treated vines and non-treated vines. You 

can see in the non-treated vines how the leaves are turning brown and are wrinkled, the 

grapes are dried, and the plants have fewer leaves.  The photos were taken at Santos 

Gallardo Farms in Baja Mexico on July 19, 2014. These vines are only in the second 

year of growth. Production has been exceptionally heavy with the Soil Secrets' 

TerraPro® treated vines compared to non-treated vines of the same age. 

The watering schedule has been reduced to every 12 days with the Soil Secrets' 

TerraPro® treated fields while the non-treated fields must still be irrigated every 4 

days. 

Revegetation Work  

       

     Bolster Granular     +     Product Application        =  Results 

BOLSTER GRANULAR 4-4-4 +3Fe contains a powerful, synergistic blend of 

mycorrhizae, growth factors and plant biostimulants proven to promote rapid root 

development, superior growth and protect roots from drought, stress, transplant shock, 

pathogens and soil contaminants. 

Suståne Triple Four is made from a thorough, aerobic composting process unlike any 

other organic fertilizer on the world market today. This basic Suståne contains 3% 

organically chelated iron, plus all major and minor elements known to be essential for 

plant photosynthesis. This is an 80% Slow Release Nitrogen ratio natural fertilizer rich in 

humic substances, is foolproof and will not cause “fertilizer burn” to plants.  

BOLSTER GRANULAR is specifically designed to enhance plant establishment and 

increase survivability and growth in poor soils and or low maintenance landscapes 

where irrigation and continued plant nutrition are limiting factors. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Hydraulic Growth Medium  

Terra Novo, a manufacturer of erosion and sediment control products, offers EarthGuard 

Fusion, which belongs to a new classification of products known as hydraulic growth medium 

and mulch (HGM2). Fusion combines the capabilities of Terra Novo’s popular erosion control 

product, EarthGuard Fiber Matrix, into a single package with the company’s topsoil 

replacement, EarthGuard Organix, and the soil remedies of its fertilizer and growth stimulant 

product, EarthGuard Elixir. According to the company, the unique combination of erosion-

control with agricultural sciences makes Fusion an ideal product for any re-vegetation 

application and customers who purchase EarthGuard Fusion will see the combined benefits of 

these three product components. 

 EarthGuard ORGANIX, one of the company's top-selling soil-building products. 

ORGANIX eliminates the high costs of hauling topsoil to a site and offers smaller 

contractors the opportunity to work on larger jobs that typically require more 

equipment. ORGANIX is the fastest, most economical way to achieve rapidly 

developing and sustainable topsoil.  

 The addition of EarthGuard ELIXIR, Terra Novo's line 

of fertilizers and growth stimulants, maximizes overall 

results. ELIXIR provides a combination of organically 

derived fertilizers, trace elements, growth stimulators 

and microorganisms that are essential for sustainable 

vegetation and combine to resolve soil deficiencies. An 

all-organic product line, ELIXIR stimulates biological 

activity and biodiversity, providing necessary nutrients 

to maximize plant-growth.  

 EarthGuard Fiber Matrix (FM) is a patented 

technology, which combines EarthGuard and fiber to 

form a matrix that provides extended erosion control 

protection in severe situations. 
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Chris Marr 

WCIECA VP 

ESI Resource Services 

(916) 985-7787: 

chris6444@sbcglobal.net 
 

Environmental 

Connection 2016 

(EC-16) 

IECA is calling for 

submissions for EC-

16, our annual 

conference and expo. 

Combining quality 

education with a top 

notch expo, this is 

the premier 

gathering place for 

the erosion and 

sediment control 

community. The 

2016 conference will 

be held February 16-

19, 2016 at the San 

Antonio Convention 

Center in San 

Antonio, Texas. 

All relevant topics in 

the four Education 

Tracks will be 

considered for 

presentation. The 

deadline to 

submit an 

abstract is May 

29, 2015. For more 

information about the 

submittal process, 

visit 

www.ieca.org/submis

sions. 

For details visit the 

IECA website at: 

www.ieca.org or 

contact Laura Clark 

IECA Marketing at 

laura@ieca.org 

International Erosion 

Control Association 

at (303) 640-7554  
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DEADLINES 

May 29: Call for Presentations for Environmental Connection 2016 (EC-16) 
See ieca.org 

July 1: Western Chapter Scholarship applications are due. For more details visit: 
www.wcieca.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 31-June 5: (El Paso, TX) 18th International Soil Conservation 
Organization Conference. See tucson.ars.ag.gov/iscoI 

June 7-10: (Anaheim, CA) The American Water Works Association will host 
their Annual Conference (ACE) to address and present solutions to 
water utility challenges. The four-day professional program will cover 
key topic categories and will include new categories on emerging issues 
in biological treatments, water reuse, stormwater, and wastewater. See 
www.awwa.org.  

June 15-16: (Atlanta, GA) Municipal Wet Weather Stormwater Conference. 
See http://www.ieca.org/conference/roadshow/atlantams4.asp  

June 15-19: (Provence, France) River Restoration; Fluvial-Geomorphic & 
Ecological Tools. Course is in English. See 
https://institutbeaumont.wordpress.com/.  

July 26-29: (Greensboro, NC) 70th Annual Soil and Water Conservation Society 
Conference. See www.swcs.org. 

August 2-6: (Austin, TX) Stormcon 2015, the North American Surface Water 
Quality Conference & Expo. See stormcon.com 

August 27: (Bella Vista, AR) IECA Roadshow: Bella Vista. See ieca.org 

October 19-23: (Sydney, Australia) 9th International Water Sensitive Urban 
Design Conference and 3rd International Erosion Control Association 
Conference. See www.wsud2015.org 

Feb 16-19, 2016: (San Antonio, TX) Environmental Connection 2016 is the 
largest gathering of erosion and sediment control professionals from 
around the world. With the increase of enforcement of regulations, there is 
no better time to be a manufacturer or supplier of erosion control and 
stormwater products. Show your product to the professionals who specify 
its use, the contractors who buy and use it, and the regulators who monitor 
the sites - all at one show. Don’t miss the chance to capture your share of 
this growing market-join us in San Antonio, Texas February 16-19, 2016. 
See ieca.org. 
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As the Permit Year is ramping down, many of us 

are scrambling around working hard to ensure 

that our clients meet their Permit objectives – 

compliance and year-end reporting!  Much to 

do on that end and lots of work towards 

implementing so many other new Permits (i.e., 

Utility Vaults, Industrial General Permit, etc.) that 

take effect July 1, 2015.  

On top of that, the Western Chapter has an 

election coming up soon and ballots will be 

emailed out, so please vote. Your vote and your 

opinion matters!  

Best to all this summer. I have enjoyed serving 

on the Board and look forward to continue 

working with and for all of you.  

Regards,  
Doug Dowden 
WCIECA President 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TRAININGS  

EnviroCert International 

provides oversight and direction 

for the CPESC, CESSWI, 

CPSWQ, CMS4S certification   

programs.   Phone:  (828) 655-

1600 Email: 

david@envirocertintl.org. See 

www.envirocertintl.org. 

California Construction 

General Permit QSD and QSP 

Training Courses provided by 

CASQA-qualified CGP Trainers   

of Record (CGP-ToR).  

Professionals   developing 

SWPPPs (QSDs) or 

professionals implementing 

SWPPPs (QSPs) under the CA 

construction general permit must   

complete   this training.   See 

www.casqa. 

org/TrainingandEducationfCo

nstructionGeneralPermitTraini

ng/CPGTrainingforQSDandQS

PItabid/208/ Default.aspx 

Trainings- Offered by CISEC 

- For one and one-half day 

construction site inspector 

training modules on sediment 

and erosion control. Visit 

www.cisecinc.org for various 

dates and locations coming up 

in California. 

IECA Webinars - IECA 

eLearning Online Webinars 

usually are one hour in length 

and credit attendees 

1Professional Development 

Hour. See ieca.crhosts.com 

 

WESTERN CHAPTER INTERNATIONAL EROSION CONTROL ASSOCIATION SUMMER 2015 WWW.WCIECA.ORG 

 

 

 
Doug Dowden 
CPESC,QSD/QSP,CMS
4S WC/ECA President 
stormwaterca@att.net 
Environmental Compliance 
Specialist, LLC 
(805) 237-9938 

WESTERN CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE 
- Deadline July 1, 2015 

Please let students, your alma mater, alumni association and academic 

contacts know that the Western Chapter is offering an academic scholarship. 

For 2015-16, we have one  $1,000 scholarship available for junior,  senior or 

graduate school level students with a demonstrated interest in pursuing a 

career in the erosion and sediment control profession AND who are enrolled 

in a related degree-program at an accredited 4-year college or university. 

Since erosion and sediment control is a crossdisciplinary field, a wide variety 

of degree-programs will be considered, such as engineering, hydrology, soils, 

geology, forestry, environmental studies, range management, watershed, 

ecology, natural resources planning, etc. Students must be enrolled in 

institutions within the four-state area of the Western Chapter: CA, AZ, NV, or 

HI. 

Applicants must submit a 500-word essay, three letters of recommendation 

and post-secondary academic transcripts (unofficial transcripts will be 

accepted) along with the application. 

Applications are due on July 1 of each year preceding the fall academic year 

to which the scholarship will be used. Awardees will be notified by August 15. 

Interested students may download applications from the Western Chapter 

website, www. wcieca.org, or may contact Cyndi Brinkhurst at 

westemchapter@gmail.com. Help us spread the word out about this exciting 

opportunity! 
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The SUMMIT was held at Shasta College (SC) on May 1 and 2. 
 David Franklin and John McCullah were the instructors.  The 
Summit provided one day classroom instruction and one day in the 
field, at the specially prepared SC Erosion Control Training Facility 
(ECTF). The ECTF is often featured in the Dirt Time Videos.   The 
two-day event had over 55 attendees, which included professionals 
from all over Northern California - Humboldt and Sonoma Counties, 
Sacramento Area, Reno, and the Bay Area.  Caltrans District 2 was 
represented by Stormwater Coordinator and a Resident Construction 
Engineer.  

The focus of the workshop was BMPs - proper design, appropriate selection, effective application, and correct 
installation. The attendees were introduced to the concept of the BMP Toolbox, which helps the erosion control 
expert choose the most effective BMP for the site and know what one can expect from the BMPs.  

The workshop was sponsored by Shasta College, Sacramento Watersheds Action Group (SWAG), and 
WCIECA.  Shasta College provided the facilities, lunches, and a stipend (grant for Community Education) used 
for promotions and coarse materials.  SWAG coordinated the event and prepared the field site.  John 
McCullah is Executive Director for SWAG, a 501(3)(c), and also teaches Erosion Control/Watershed 
Restoration at Shasta, so he could also coordinate all the students who volunteered time and got invaluable 
hands-on experience.  For several students this was their first exposure to a professional education event, and 
now see this industry as a wonderful opportunity.  

WCIECA, with the hard work and diligence of Cyndi, coordinated the extremely successful exhibitor element of 
the Summit.  There were over 8 suppliers and manufacturers 
represented.  Cyndi implemented an excellent idea of having a 
Showcase Exhibitor opportunity, whereby the representatives 
product could actually be installed/applied in the Field on the second 
day.  There were 4 Showcase Exhibitors; Heavyweight Sediment 
Control Solutions, EarthSavers Erosion Control, LSC Environmental 
Products, and Hydro Straw LLC.  Special thanks to Lynn Friesner 
(EarthSaver) and California Paving Products for donations that made 
the field day even better. Warren Faircloth donated a new Faircloth 
Skimmer to demonstrate and thanks to Rich Mclaughlin from North 
Carolina State University for providing specifications on the 
research-proven highly effective sediment basin design. 

Continued on Page 10 
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EROSION CONTROL BMP SUMMIT  

- AT SHASTA COLLEGE WAS A VERY SUCCESSFUL 

Western Chapter 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 
Please consider either nominating a qualified person or running for a Director position! Each July, three of nine 
Western Chapter Board full-term (three years) Director positions are up for election. This is one of the most 
fulfilling ways to increase your involvement in, and broaden your impact on, our industry. Qualifications; Must 
be a Western Chapter member (for at least one year) and currently reside in one of the Western Chapter's 
member states (California, Arizona, Nevada or Hawaii). 

Key responsibilities for the Directors include managing and administering the Chapter as a not-for-profit 
corporation, creating educational opportunities for the Chapter members, helping the Chapter and IECA grow, 
and responding to member questions and concerns. The time commitment includes quarterly meetings and 
subcommittee work totaling ONLY 5-10 hrs. per month.  

Send your nomination OR submit a self-nomination and a candidate statement (a 200-word, electronically 
formatted, description of yourself and an explanation as to why you want to serve on the Western Chapter 
Board of Directors) by July 1, 2015 to Cyndi Brinkhurst, Administrative Assistant at: 
westernchapter@gmail.com or Fax:  (530) 231-6181  

Candidacy statements and ballots will be available at www.wcieca.org starting on July 17, 2015 and the 
election will close on August 14.  We will send you an e-mail reminder to vote. 

 WESTERN CHAPTER INTERNATIONAL EROSION CONTROL ASSOCIATION SUMMER 2015 WWW.WCIECA.ORG 
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EROSION CONTROL BMP SUMMIT … (Continued from Page 9) 

CLEAN WATER RULE 
 

On May 27, 2015 the Obama 

administration expanded the 

government’s authority over the 

nation's streams, wetlands and other 

smaller waterways by pushing 

forward on one of the most 

controversial environmental 

regulations in recent years. 

Proponents of the new regulation, 

include the US EPA and the Army 

Corps of Engineers. They assert that 

this rule is necessary in order to 

protect public health, since one in 

three Americans relies upon well 

water for drinking water. The 

regulation expands the EPAs 

authority over small tributaries, 

including to ‘drainage ditches 

constructed in streams that function 

like streams which discharge to a 

waterway’. Vernal pools within 

California that impact downstream 

waterways are also covered by the 

Rule. Regulators assert that “this rule 

is about clarification” and that it will 

make it easier for businesses to 

identify which waters are regulated.” 

Many Republicans are opposed to 

the new rule and suggest that it is 

taking things too far.  Only time will 

tell. However, Obama stated that “too 

many of our waters have been left 

vulnerable to pollution.”  

The good news for those of us within 

the water quality and environmental 

field is that this rule will ‘spawn’ more 

consulting work. 

Doug Dowden 
CPESC,QSD/QSP
,CMS4S WC/ECA 
President 
stormwaterca@
att.net 
Environmental 
Compliance 
Specialist, LLC 
(805) 237-9938 
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There was excellent diversity of professional experience, including BMP 

implementers, Geotechnical Engineering, Humboldt and Shasta County 

Planners, Department of Water Resources, and also several QSP/QSDs 

and CPESCs, all looking to increase their knowledge base and 

professionalism. BMP implementers from Clean Sweep in Sacramento and 

M&S Environmental from Redding provided ‘experiential knowledge’ 

during discussions.   

The basic tenant is that BMPs should be selected for the physical 

processes impacting the site at various phases of construction.  For 

instance, is bare-exposed soil the problem during clearing and project start 

up?  Or is runoff control, mitigating for the tractive erosional forces from 

concentrated runoff, a big concern on your site?  Chances are both 

physical processes must be addressed. During or after active grading, the 

professional might need to choose Erosion Control BMPs (those intended 

for the control of the omnipresent raindrop impact erosion).  Then the 

question becomes, “Which one is best for the site?”  Options may include 

erosion control blankets, hydromulching, straw mulching, or compost 

blanket.  All of these “Big 4” can be 95% effective, but now the expert must 

consider other factors, e.g., how to apply and anchor the product, what is 

the intended ‘duration of need’ and what is the cost? Helping the 

professional answer these questions and address these challenges was the 

purpose of the “Summit". 

The really unique element of this workshop was the hands-on component, 

both with the exhibitors products available and the field day, where 

participants could actually participate in hydraulic mulch applications, 

observe and touch a compost blanket, see some of the various turf 

reinforcement mats (TRMs), understand the principles of installation, and 

witness a fully functional skimmer sediment basin with coir netting baffles. 

This will be the first of what we are hoping will become a biannual affair at 

Shasta College.  Go to www.watchyourdirt.com for more info on upcoming 

events. 

 
 

 
JOHN MCCULLAH 
CPESC, WATERSHED GEOLOGIST 
WWW.WATCHYOURDIRT.COM 
SALIX APPLIED EARTHCARE 
530 247 1600 
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KELLEY EROSION CONTROL, INC. established in 1983, recognized throughout Nevada and California 

as a leader in the industry. KEC has an excellent reputation known for quality, competency, solutions, 
innovative ideas, cutting edge technology, excellence and client satisfaction. Services include: 
hydroseeding, site preparation, dust control applications, BMPs, storm water pollution inspection and 
monitoring, revegetation and project maintenance, site winterization, wetland mitigation, stream channel 
stabilization, planting and irrigation, mining reclamation, soil stabilizer applications, biotechnical 
applications, fire restoration/ rehabilitation, water quality, turbidity control & pH sampling for SWPPP 
requirements. Contact - Claudia Chambers CPESC, CISEC, QSP, claudia@kelleyerosioncontrol.com, 
phone (775) 322-7755. Visit us at www.kelleyerosioncontrol.com. 

JL STORM WATER CONSULTANTS, INC.is a State Certified SBE/DBE/WBE/UDBE Company.  
www.jlstormwater.com. Jane Ledford, Principal, jane@jlstormwater.com or (619) 922-6511. Services 
include: Environmental Permit Preparation, Processing and Compliance, SWPPP Preparation and 
Processing, SWPPP Implementation, SWPPP Inspections, SWPPP Training including the newly 
adopted Construction Storm Water Permit, Trainer of Record for the QSP/QSD classes, Construction  
Monitoring, Biological Resources Monitoring, Cultural Resources Monitoring, Coordination with Native 
American Monitors, English-Spanish Translation of Worker Education Materials. 

MACCAFERRI - For over 135 years, Maccaferri has provided innovative, sustainable products and 
solutions to the construction industry. With locations in more than 100 countries, Maccaferri is a world 
leader in gabion retaining structures and offers engineered solutions in Erosion Control and River 
Training; Basal Reinforcement for Roads; Railways and Embankments; Retaining Walls and Sloped 
Soil Reinforcement Applications; Soil Stabilization and Paving; Rockfall Protection; Mining Solutions; 
Coastal Protection & Waterways Management; as well as Landfill Reclamation and Polluted Sites. At 
Maccaferri, our goal is to become a leading international provider for advanced solutions for the civil 
engineering and construction market. Contact: Pino Cignarella, West Coast Sales Manager (916) 371-
5805 or wcoffice@maccaferri-usa.com. 

SUSTANE NATURAL FERTILIZERS - For over 30 years of continuous operation, Sustane Natural 
Fertilizer, Inc. has produced the highest quality Natural Based and Organic Fertilizers and Soil 
Amendments distributed in the U.S. and exported to 50 countries worldwide. Sustane Natural Fertilizer 
maintains and operates its U.S.E.P.A. permitted compost site, manufacturing facility and corporate 
offices from Cannon Falls, MN. Sustane Fertilizers and Soil Amendments provide readily available, 
balanced nutrition with beneficial microbiology to provide the basic soil components for exceptional 
plant establishment and long term sustainability. Call (800) 352-9245 to speak with a Sustane Regional 
Specialist or with our International Team Leader. 

PACIFIC COAST SEED is Northern California's premier supplier of CA native grasses and wild 
flowers, turf grass seed, and other erosion control materials such as fertilizers, mulches, and soil 
amendments. We provide seed and other materials for diverse applications including restoration, 
reclamation, revegetation, ornamentaI Iandscaping, and erosion control. We offer specialty seed 
collection from site-specific sources. For more information checkout our website www.pcseed.com or 
contact us at (925) 373-4417 or info@pcseed.com. 

LINWOOD SUPPLY, INC. is your distributor of BMPs for Erosion Control and Storm Water 
Management offering Erosion Control Blankets, TRM products, Fiber Rolls, netting, HydroFiber™, Soil 
Polymers, dust controls, fertilizers, seed, manmade and natural chemistries, and generally providing 
you with the kind of service and professionalism you deserve. Linwood Supply, Inc. is a certified small 
Business based in California, a member of the International Association of Hydroseeders, and a proud 
member of the Western Chapter IECA. If Your Storm Water is as Clear as Mud™ - Please call us at 
(707) 678-5087 or visit us at www.linwoodsupply.com. 

MARVIN E. DAVIS & ASSOCIATES, Inc. focuses on the challenging issues of the Tahoe Basin and 
Northern Nevada / California terrain. Our professionals provide a diverse and solid background in 
geotechnical engineering; specialized engineering design; erosion control services; construction and 
forensic inspection services and materials testing; and, regulatory and compliance issues to enable 
project approval.  Phone (775) 853-9100 or visit us at www.mdageotechnical.com . 

 

PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS GET LISTED! 

Within the 

stormwater field we 

are always chanting 

– “reduce your 

exposure”.  

Well, here is a 

chance to get 

exposed – contact 

Cyndi Brinkhurst at 

(530) 272-2407 or 

at 

westernchapter@gm

ail.com to reserve 

your ad space today! 

CALL FOR 

ARTICLES 

Do you have a 

technical article, 

regulatory update or 

event 

announcement 

you'd like to share 

with your fellow 

members?  

Please forward 

articles to Doug 

Dowden, WCIECA 

Editor-in-Chief at 

stormwaterca@att.

net and we'll publish 

them in the next 

issue of Western 

Chapter News!  

Thank you! 
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