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WCIECA Mixer Highlights from 2014 IECA Nashville TN IECA Conference 

March 20-2014. 

Agenda Topics: 

1. Technical and Exhibitor Programs  

A. Radical Erosion Control Aesthetics: 

a. (Adaptations of synthetic and vegetative erosion control material to form Hybrid 

landscapes) 

b. Hybrid possibilities, beyond the engineered and naturalistic approaches, that are also 

safe, ecologically sound, economically viable. 

c. Ohio State University students set up applications to create landscapes with a 

compelling visual identity   versus similar aesthetic of highly engineered appearance, or 

a naturalistic look. 

 

B. Making Your Soil a Stormwater BMP 

a. (Adaptations of low filtration unsuitable soil for vegetation to rehabilitated good 

vegetation soil by correcting the chemistry and physical properties. 

b. Reduces runoff, increases infiltration rates and reduces bio-waste from the 

construction site. 

 

C. U.S. Composting Council’s Seal Of Testing Assurance Program 

a. (Session taught prospective compost buyers what information they should demand 

from suppliers.) 

b. Landscape specification writers, designers, engineers and IECA contractors need to 

know and understand the properties of the compost that is being used on various 

applications, just as they would with any other project component. 

 

D. Modifications of Stream Restoration Techniques for Arid and Semi-Arid Environments  

a. (Presentation presented the differences in river restoration techniques as they relate to 

climate differences in hydrology.) 

b. Channel forming discharge, equilibrium slope, design channel width and depth, and       

vegetative stabilization techniques were also discussed. 
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2. EPA and State Regulations (Drought & ordinances)   

E. EPA BMP Rule to Prevent Erosion at Construction Jobsites: 

a. The Environmental Protection Agency published March 5 --The construction, utility and 

housing sectors will be required to implement best management practices to prevent 

erosion at construction sites in lieu of numeric nutrient limits for turbidity in stormwater 

under a final Environmental Protection Agency rule published March 6 (79 Fed. Reg. 

12,661). The final rule will take effect May 5, or 60 days after publication in the Federal 

Register. The rule was proposed April 1, 2013 (78 Fed. Reg. 19,434. 

b. 79 FR 12661 - Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Construction 

and Development Point Source Category http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/FR-

2014-03-06/2014-04612 

c. Drought Order approving a temporary urgency change in license and permit terms 

and conditions requiring compliance with delta water quality objectives in response to 

drought conditions (with modifications dated February 7, 2014 and February 28, 2014) 

 

F.  EPA Releases Long-Term Vision for TMDL Program  

d. The new Long-Term Vision for Assessment, Restoration, and Protection under the 

Clean Water Act Section 303(d) Program details enhancements made to the CWA 

303(d) Program informed by the experience gained over the past two decades 

assessing and reporting on water quality and in developing approximately 65,000 

TMDLs. 

e. http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/lawsguidance/cwa/tmdl/programvision?utm_source=Wat

er+Headlines+for+December+18&utm_campaign=Water+Headlines+Dec+18&utm_me

dium=email 

 

G. FHWA Develops Model Contracts for Public-Private Partnerships under MAP-21 

 

f. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has developed draft public-private 

partnership transaction model contracts for the most popular types of partnerships for 

transportation projects. 

g. “Public-private partnerships are contractual arrangements between public and private 

sector entities that allow for greater participation by the private sector in the delivery of 

surface transportation projects and associated services,” 

h. http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/p3/resources/model_p3_contracts.htm?utm_campaign=G

R-20140207-TWiW%20Email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua 
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http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/p3/resources/model_p3_contracts.htm?utm_campaign=GR-20140207-TWiW%20Email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
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H. Water Resources Reform and Development Act (WRRDA), H.R. 3080 

i. The $8.2 billion bill will authorize  port, dam, flood protection and environmental 

projects throughout the country, as well as drastically reduce the time it takes for 

project approvals by consolidating or eliminating duplicative studies, permitting 

concurrent reviews, and streamlining environmental reviews.  

j. Amendment Additions; 

i.  Amendment requiring GAO reports on the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund. 

ii. Amendment to prevent the Secretary of the Army from requiring the removal of 

levee vegetation until the Corps of Engineers’ policy guidelines have been 

reviewed and adopted. 

iii.  Amendment that instructs the Army Corps of Engineers to work within the 

preexisting Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) to 

disseminate emergency communications of risk to the public and local 

governments through widely used and readily available means,  in order to 

make communications more streamlined and effective. 

3.  Meetings, Useful Information, and Trends  

I. Receiving Water Limitations for Stormwater Permits: 

k. Water Board is expected to issue a precedential decision concerning compliance with water 

quality standards (WQS) when it completes its review of the Los Angeles MS4 permit. The 

requirement to comply with WQS is usually contained in the receiving water limitations section 

of an MS4 permit. Board staff indicated they currently have no target date. 

J. Recommended Solutions to Drought and Water Security Issues in the U.S. 

l. The Johnson Foundation and Re-inventing the Nation's Urban Water Infrastructure 

(ReNUWIt) held a dialogue on solutions to drought and urban water security at a December 

2013 meeting. Participants were asked, "What do you see as one of the major challenges to 

the future resiliency of our urban water supplies and what corresponding opportunity or 

approach do you recommend to overcome that challenge?" 

Responses included: 

 "Diversify and Prosper" by Lynn Broaddus, The Johnson Foundation 

 "Thirsty Cities Take Action" by Richard Luthy, ReNUWIt 

 "Modernizing Federal Water Resource Decision-Making" by Nancy Stoner, U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, and Jay Jensen, White House Council on 

Environmental Quality 

 “Recognizing Water Efficiency’s Value” by Mary Ann Dickinson, Alliance for Water 

Efficiency 

 “Overcoming Us” by Albert Cho, Xylem Inc. 

 “Breaking with Tradition” by Cynthia Lane, American Water Works Association 
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k. To read the full responses from each participant, please visit 

www.johnsonfdn.org/aboutus/inspiringsolutions. 

 

K. Possible Rice Straw Shortage: 

l. Due to lack of rain rice fields and production of rice will be in short supply. Some of the 

large wattle manufactures such as (Earthsavers and Calvista) will have adequate rice 

straw while others will use agricultural straws. 

m. MAKE SURE WATTLES HAVE 100% WEED FREE AGRUCULTRAL DOCUMENTS 

 

L. Compost products on the rise 

Compost is as effective as the standard erosion materials used for protection, 

and is higher in cost effectiveness, vegetation establishment, and slope 

protection. 

Composted materials are those that have undergone thermophillic 

decomposition and organic matter stabilization”, (CIWMB, 2000). 

 

US Composting Council has a program entitled the Seal of Testing Assurance, under which 

compost products used for erosion control need to have certification. 

 

M. Made in the U.S.A. Clause 

 

Buy America applies only to the Federal-aid highway construction program 

 

Project specific waivers may be approved by the Regional Administrator 

 

N. Natural Versus Synthetic: 

Due to the introduction of biodegradable plastics from the compost industry; 

 Regulatory agencies are faced with product claims of complete biodegradation plastics. 

Unfortunately, there is a growing number of misleading, deceptive, and scientifically 

unsubstantiated biodegradability claims proliferating in the marketplace.  

 

However, little or no evidence is offered that these bio-plastics are completely consumed by 

the microorganisms present in the disposal environment in a reasonable defined time period. 

In a few cases evidence presented shows partial biodegradation, after which the 

biodegradation curve plateaus. 

 

Agencies unable to determine truth versus fiction has gone back to standard biodegradable 

definitions. 

 

 

http://www.johnsonfdn.org/aboutus/inspiringsolutions
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4. What’s New (Products, Mergers, and Businesses)  

O. Oldcastle Precast Acquires KriStar Assets: 

a. (January 7, 2014) Atlanta, Ga. — Oldcastle Precast Inc., a leading solutions provider 

for North American infrastructure projects, announced today that it has acquired the 

assets of KriStar Enterprises Inc. The purchase includes three manufacturing locations 

in California and all related intellectual property. 

 

P. Maccaferri Opens New Manufacturing Facility in California  

a. In June 2013, Maccaferri Inc. opened a new 49,000-sq ft manufacturing facility in the 

Sacramento, Calif., area, which is more than double the company’s current space. 

Located in the McClellan Business Park, formerly the McClellan Air Force Base, the 

new facility offers convenient access to major interstates and highways. 

b. Logistically, the new location will allow Maccaferri to better service rockfall prone areas 

with improved delivery times, reduced shipping costs and a full range of their 

expansive portfolio of rockfall products currently offered. It will serve as a centralized 

hub fully dedicated to the rockfall protection business. 

 

Q. STOCKOPAM LG®   

 is an environmentally-friendly polymer which electrochemically binds soil 

particles and other constituents of any hydroseeding system together helping to 

ensure the success of your hydroseeding. 

 STOCKOPAM LG is specifically formulated for Western soils.  

   Has an anionic charge density of 20-25%.                               

  Purity weight percent = 96.5%                                                 

  Percent active ingredient = 97.9%                                             

   Meets all current CALTRAN specs and NRCS requirements.      

 Certified by NSF International as safe for potable water content .            

  Is economical to use, with an application rate of 8 to15 lbs. per acre. 

 

R. SAVELOX GRAVEL BAG SYSTEM  

  

  Savelox Gravel Bag System will provide significant reduction of using number of bags 

and form a permeable vertical check dam that will last up to 4 years. 

  Savelox Gravel Bag System will contribute to increase the strength and integrity of bag 

work instantly increasing soil stabilization. 

  Savelox Gravel Bag System will ensure faster construction of filter barriers, check 

dams, and silt fence wattle placement.  

   Savelox Gravel Bag System gives re-vegetation a chance. 
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S. Profile® Tornado Tack ST-1000  

 Tornado Tack ST-1000 gives landscape contractors twice the coverage of a 

traditional blended mulch and tackifier 

 tackifier can be loaded at up to 70 pounds per 100 gallons 

 A 3,000-gallon tank can cover up to four acres 

 Base composition of wood cellulose fiber, the product contains patented 

interlocking fibers and porous ceramic particles with  tackifier. 

 

T.  RIBSCage™ - Rapid Installation Barrier for Flood Defense 

  

 RIBSCage is a portable, easy-to-use system for the filling and installation of RIBS Bags. 

RIBSCage units can be transported with a standard pickup truck, so they require no 

heavy machinery. 

 

Benefits & Features 

 Lightweight design requires only two (2) people to carry and set up. 

 

  Each RIBSCage is comprised of only two pieces for easy assembly, removal, and 

storage. 

 

 Pre-packed Emergency Kits are available in 3', 4', and 6' heights. 

 

 Emergency Kits come pre-packed with assembly/use instructions, two (2) RIBSCage 

units, and 500 LF or 200 LF of RIBS Bags. Each kit is wrapped in a protective sleeve, 

so it can be stored until time of use. 

 

 One 50’ RIBS Bag = 3,900 sandbags 

 

 One mile of coverage = 105.6 RIBS bags vs. 411,840 sandbags 

 

 One mile of coverage, man hours = 106 with RIBS vs. 15,840 with sandbags  

 

 Barricage –  Durable, versatile defense solutions 

 

 Barricage Defense Solutions, a collapsible, fabric lined welded wire cage system, is a 
cost effective way to provide force protection and flood defense during emergency 
situations. 
 

  Chris A. Marr Aff.M.ASCE CPESC #2211 

   ESI Resource Services LLC  WCIECA Board Member 

    Tel: 916-985-7787 Fax: 916-985-7887 


