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October 15, the proverbial beginning of rainy
season in the wetter portions of the Western
Chapter geographical area, is looming. Are you
prepared for first flush? Is your project site buttoned up against the approaching rains? More
than ever before, your Chapter is ready to help
you be ready. We have our act together with
highly mobile BMP and revegetation workshops.
In step with IECA’s current Road Show initiative,
becoming an event ambassador can help you
increase your exposure and meet erosion control
and stormwater training needs in your local community where it most counts. All we need are
local members, that is YOU, to tell us when and
where to make a workshop happen, and how to
tune it to your specific locale and needs.
We now have three Board Members (Pat Higgins, Cameron Flower, and Bobby Lall)
and four ambassadors from Arizona, so we are
planning to host one or more training events in
the Southwest in 2010-11. Please contact any of
the “Arizona Erosion Posse” to steer their planning efforts to your piece of the desert, erosive
arroyo, incising canyon, rill streaked steppe
grassland, chaparral scrub, fire-prone forest,
urban creek, or lakeshore (Arizona has got it all!).
Their contact information can be found on the
Western Chapter webpage www.wcieca.org .
We’re planning our fourth “Native Revegetation: What Works” Technology Transfer
Workshop at Kings Beach, CA on November 7-9 with a new twist: see article “Can This
Land Be Saved?” Straddling the border between
California and Nevada, this Lake Tahoe workshop
caters to WCIECA members from both states,
and is equally applicable to serious revegetation
practitioners operating throughout the Western
United States.
It has been 3 years since the Western Chapter
hosted the successful Ahapua’a Conference
on Oahu, and our Hawaii-based membership
is currently our smallest and most underserved
contingent. This is not “da kayn, bra”. We need
some “Aloha Ambassadors” to step up and help
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Your Western Chapter President, Craig Benson saying,
“We want YOU!”

the Chapter renew our Hawaiian-style “kuleana”
of support and start the next western swell of
events to “da Islands”. I’ll be contacting you
Hawaii-members soon. Mahalo.

Your 2010 New Board
We had our annual Western Chapter Board of
Directors election on July 23rd with six candidates, including a write-in candidate, vying for
three Board positions. Western Chapter IECA
members voted to re-seat incumbent Director
Chris Marr and bring back former Board member
Mike Alberson for another 3-year term. Also
elected by members was new Director Cameron
Flowers further fulfilling a need for better Board
representation from Arizona. The Board also
appointed Arizona’s Bobby Lall to fulfill the final
year of the three-year term of Director Dennis
Ariza whose change in work status made it a
hardship to continue on the Board.
The terms of the other five Board Directors are
still active. The Board wishes to thank outgoing Directors, Mary Larsen, Robert Patterson,
and Dennis Ariza for their dedication and hard
work on the Board and in our industry at large.
Muchas gracias.
At our first Board meeting on August 18,
2010 we reshuffled Board positions and
committee chairs according to the skills,
interests, and capabilities of the Direc-
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tors. Per our bylaws, Board members are voted in by the general membership
and then officers are appointed internally. Please see the WCIECA website to
see a full listing of the Board members, committee chairs, and ambassadors at
www.wcieca.org/members

Craig Benson
WCIECA President
craig@nrsrcaa.org
Redwood Community
Action Agency
(707) 269-2002

Scholarships
Last year the Western Chapter met a long-standing goal to be able to offer two
partial University tuition scholarships to an upper division and a graduate student
pursuing degrees related to erosion and sediment control. Scholarship recipients
were also assigned a Chapter member mentor to assist and advise them on technical and career issues. This year we did not award a scholarship because there
were too few applicants and we did not feel that we attracted a representative
pool of candidates from our member states. We need your help to get the word
out in your local area, to your Western Chapter area alma mater, and among
your professional network. Also let the scholarship committee know if you want
to be a mentor. Contact Pat Higgins at phiggins@lsdaz.com or Mike Alberson
malberson@barnhart-balfourbeatty.com for more information.

Upholding Industry Standards
In addition to fulfilling our general mission to unite interested parties for the
discovery, collection, preservation, and dissemination of knowledge about preventing human-related erosion and sedimentation of the earth, our association also
occasionally provides recommendations on standards and practices. Recently, we
submitted a letter to the State of Washington’s materials certification arm to urge
them not to allow a particular erosion control product with polypropylene netting
to be certified as “biodegradable”. If there is a manufacturing or technical issue that
your Chapter should evaluate do not hesitate to contact our Manufacturer Liaison
Chris Marr at chris64442sbcglobal.net or Contractor Liaison Cameron Flower at
cflower@kitchell.com.

Call for Erosion Control Warriors
Finally, we love to highlight the erosion control warriors among our ranks in our
newsletters. This is typically a one-paragraph profile with a photograph that celebrates
you doing great erosion and sediment control work, product development, training, or
other activity directly related to erosion and sediment control. Please send in a submission to your Chapter Communications Chair, Peter McRae at pmcrae@san.rr.com.

Professional Listings
Marvin E. Davis & Associates, Inc. focuses on
the challenging issues of the Tahoe Basin and
Northern Nevada/California terrain. Our professionals provide a diverse and solid background in
geotechnical engineering; specialized engineering
design; erosion control services; construction and
forensic inspection services and materials testing;
and, regulatory and compliance issues to enable
project approval. Phone 775-853-9100 or visit us at
www.mdageotechnical.com
JL StormWater Consultants, Inc. is a State
Certified SBE/DBE/WBE/UDBE Company.
www.jlstormwater.com. Jane Ledford, Principal
jane@jlstormwater.com or 619.922.6511. Services
include: Environmental Permit Preparation,
Processing and Compliance; SWPPP Preparation
and Processing; SWPPP Implementation; SWPPP
Inspections; SWPPP Training including the newly
adopted Construction Storm Water Permit; Construction Monitoring; Biological Resources Monitoring; Cultural Resources Monitoring; Coordination
with Native American Monitors; English-Spanish
Translation of Worker Education Materials.

Keep in touch.
Your President,

Craig Benson

BREAKING NEWS

WC-IECA Members Attending Ibero-America Conference

Julie Etra
etra.julie@gmail.com

WC-IECA is supporting our sister chapter south of the Equator by assisting members
Julie Etra and Pablo A. Garcia-Chevesich to attend and present their papers at IV
CICES, the October 13-15 (Panama) Ibero-America Conference. This conference will take place in Panama City and includes presentations from Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Spain the United States, Mexico, Panama,
Peru, and Venezuela.
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Can This Land Be Saved?

of the project has continued,
especially after a storm in fall
2008 that produced 1.14 inches
of rain flooded the river valley,
leaving an unusual amount
of mud on the American side
of the border. The natural
drainage causes soil, sewage
and the occasional abandoned
refrigerator to travel north
across the border (without a
visa), “hang a 90° left-hand
turn westwards towards the
Pacific Ocean” and inundate
the Tijuana River Estuary.

Upcoming “Native Revegetation: What Works”
Technology Transfer Workshop at Lake Tahoe,
November 7-9, 2010
“How do you tell an imbecile from a functional person?” I was asked
recently whilst bicycling north up the Maine coast. Answer: “When
a functional person makes a mistake, he’ll maybe try it once again,
but after that he’ll do it differently. The imbecile will do it over and
over and over...and over again.”
While this reflective observation was directed at the management of
cod groundfish stocks in the Gulf of Maine, it applies equally well to
our conventional seeding practices when attempting to re-establish
sustainable native plant growth on drastically disturbed soils in the
Western United States.
Take a local case in point: the U.S. – Mexico Border Fence in San
Diego, California. After years of legal wrangling and tens of millions
of dollars spent, federal officials gathered in July 2009 to celebrate
the completion of a costly and controversial stretch of border fence
atop an earthern berm spanning a canyon near the Pacific Ocean
known as Smuggler’s Gulch. The construction project required
contractors to move roughly 1.5 million cubic yards of earth from
surrounding hillsides, essentially filling in part of the canyon. A
secondary fence of steel mesh now spans the canyon atop the berm,
flanked by paved roads. An older fence, which IECA members may
remember from our Stormwater Workshop field tour to the Tijuana
River National Estuarine Sanctuary in August of 2003, sits to the
south on the canyon floor.

Peter McRae
pmcrae@san.rr.com

So it was surprising to witness
such a “business as usual”
series of seeding efforts to reestablish native plant growth,
the
ultimate
sustainable
erosion control BMP, at Smuggler’s Gulch in the summer of 2009.
First off the starter’s block was a conventional treatment of “wood
fiber mulch + tackifier + fertilizer + seed”. Total failure. By early
November 2009 the Union-Tribune editorial “U.S. urged to step up
gulch erosion control” highlighted the environmental damage from
the border fence construction in Smuggler’s Gulch. Local Congresswoman Susan Davis was moved to write “With the rainy season
approaching, the potential for extensive erosion from the barren
slopes threatens to create a multitude of problems with financial
and environmental detriments.”

Quattro Environmental, Inc.
WCIECA Administrative VP
(619) 522-0044

In response, the prime contractor unleashed a slew of flexible
growth medium on the stepped slopes. After that seeding effort
failed to grow a blade of grass, a local environmental consulting
firm implemented a series of container plant plots supplemented
with spray irrigation. That, too, has been unsuccessful.
While this revegetation debacle has primarily been an Office of
Homeland Security + Army Corps of Engineers squandering of
taxpayer funds, the State of California is reportedly now protesting
the lack of native species.
Are we imbeciles? When will the “band-aid” treatments quit? Is
anyone paying attention to enlightened input? Apparently not.

Conventional erosion control BMPs in place at the newly constructed US-Mexico border
fence, erected on earthen berm south of San Diego, CA.

From the outset, the gulch project met with stiff opposition. In
February 2004, a lawsuit was filed against the federal government
by environmental organizations, including the Sierra Club and the
San Diego Audubon Society, with plaintiffs arguing there would be
sediment damage to the Tijuana River Estuary. In 2005, Congress
passed legislation enabling the Department of Homeland Security to
waive all laws standing in the way of building the fence, but criticism
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That’s what makes the upcoming “Native Revegetation: What
Works” Technology Transfer Workshop (November 7-9,
2010 at Kings Beach, CA) so appealing. The workshop begins
with the AECOM/CA Tahoe Conservancy-commissioned Revegetation Guidance Document published in July 2010 as a baseline
assessment of our revegetation successes and failures over the past
20 years; an evaluation of 26 seeding projects in the Tahoe Basin
that were implemented over the past 5 – 20 years. Attendees will be
expected to have read and digested this 3-year study prior to arrival
(it is available at the CA Tahoe Conservancy website), enabling the
workshop to immediately move forward with debate as to how these
projects might, with the benefit of hindsight, be improved upon.
See Native Revegetation, pg. 4
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Native Revegetation, continued from pg. 3
As is the case along the U.S.-Mexico Border Fence, the Revegetation Guidance
Document spotlights the conclusion that there is definitely room for improvement on
revegetation projects implemented within the Tahoe Basin. Also, the lessons learned
are expected to have relevance to projects located outside the confines of the Tahoe
Basin. The data indicates:
(a) Frequent failure of container plants;
(b) Irrigation may be essential to sustain container plants, but counter-productive over the long-term for both container plants and plants grown from seed.
Take-home message is: “Leave artificial Wonderland to Las Vegas.” Or is it?
(c) Invasive plants are always a threat, especially where compost (and irrigation) is
introduced into the project.
(d) Unexplained minimal use of nitrogen-fixing plants.
(e) Plant cover is greatest on less dense soils. Shrub cover is less (not more) on less
dense soils; grasses and annuals predominant on less dense soils. Extra-deep
ripping did not generate plant growth dividends. Save your money.
(f) Most disturbing, as projects aged, plant cover dwindled. Whether or not
this “flashlight battery” plant-growth duration can be overcome by a greater
emphasis on re-establishing a functioning soil community as promulgated by
our academic luminary panel at prior technology transfer workshops, remains
to be seen. It promises to be an interesting and illuminating discussion.
Back in San Diego, yet another environmental consultant is currently circulating a
preliminary draft of a vegetation management plan (very hush-hush) that reportedly
seeks to again use container plants on the slopes at Smuggler’s Gulch, but with dripirrigation rather than sprinkler irrigation to sustain the plantings.

Call for Articles
Do you have a technical article, regulatory
update or event announcement you’d
like to share with your fellow members?
Forward them to Cyndi Brinkhurst,
WCIECA Administrative Assistant at
westernchapter@gmail.com and we’ll
publish them in the next issue of Western
Chapter News!

As far as I know, there is no provision in the current plan to revitalize a functioning soil
community, so I don’t hold out much hope for success on this 4th project expenditure
of our taxpayer funds. Perhaps someone on our IECA Government Relations Committee may know Secretary Janet Napolitano well enough to give her a polite “heads
up” that here, again, we have an instance where “the system is definitely not working.”
See you at Lake Tahoe on November 7 and please bring your insights, questions and
frustrations with you. V

Retraction / Clarification
Since the publication of the Fall 2010 Newsletter , it has been fairly brought to my attention that my
comments contained in the “Native Revegetation” Technology Transfer Workshop-boosting article
“Can This Land Be Saved” unintentionally perpetrated a disservice to certain parties involved in the
ongoing stabilization efforts at Smugglers’ Gulch on the U.S.-Mexico Border Fence.
I referenced a visit to the Border Fence project in the summer of 2009, illustrated with a photo taken

Join us in Lake Tahoe on
November 7-9, 2010

at that time. I was not aware that a far more comprehensive revegetation effort was mounted during
the winter of 2009/2010 that did indeed grow more than “a blade of grass”. I should have dug even

The 4th “Native Revegetation: What
Works” Technology Transfer Workshop
in Kings Beach, CA provides opportunities
for interaction with fellow revegetation
practitioners both out in the field and in
the conference room. See www.wcieca.org/
events.htm for more details.

deeper when researching the sensitive project, notwithstanding the requirement to file Freedom of
Information Act barriers that were thrown up to discourage such inquiry.
All consulting and contractor parties who I have talked with over the past 3 years attest to the poor
soil challenges that confront anyone attempting to re-establish native vegetation on the drastically
disturbed soils encountered on much of the Border Fence project. Kudos to those IECA members
involved who were part of the “far more comprehensive revegetation effort” that brought success in
the spring of 2010.
Peter McRae, Board Member, Western Chapter-IECA
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Written Plans Aid in Environmental Compliance Success
Construction companies that have written construction environmental management plans (CEMP) greatly improve their odds of
complying with state and local environmental standards.

Cameron Flower, CPESC, CESSWI, CISEC
WCIECA Director
Senior Environmental Manager,
Kitchell Environmental Services
(602) 212-6644, cflower@kitchell.com

While having a written plan doesn’t guarantee compliance, it does
convey a company’s intent to hold employees accountable for their
actions on the jobsite. With a different project manager assigned to
each project, it can be challenging to consistently monitor and track
compliance. With a written plan in place, expectations and compliance are much easier to manage.
Written plans minimize uncertainty about roles and responsibilities. They provide employees with “how to” manuals detailing who’s
responsible for what, available resources, and who to approach
with questions. CEMPs become baseline documents that can be
constantly updated with current information.

the violation could have been prevented, and steps to ensure that it
doesn’t happen again.

Despite the economic downturn, environmental compliance oversight remains strong and companies can’t afford to grow lax about
complying with environmental regulations. By documenting their
policies and procedures, companies decrease the chances of compliance issues falling through the cracks. Otherwise, penalties are
likely to ensue. And while this may be common knowledge, having
it in writing validates that requirement.

Achieving compliance may mean going the extra mile at the outset
of a project. However, it will save money in the long run by ensuring
that things are done right the first time. .

Comprehensive CEMPs will list permits that must be obtained,
resources for additional information, requirements based on jobsite
size and required training. In addition, plans should address the
following topics:

It’s also important for someone within the company to manage,
update and audit the procedures outlined in the company CEMP.

A CEMP can work as an Environmental Management System
(EMS) for most contracting companies and provides a roadmap
to compliance. There’s an old saying “if you didn’t write it down it
never happened”; a written CEMP solidifies your compliance and
helps your company hold itself accountable. By practicing the concept of a full-blown EMS (Plan-Do-Check-Act Cycle), your CEMP
is a process of continual improvement in which an organization is
constantly reviewing and revising the system.

What are some key elements of a CEMP?

˛

Spill reporting and remediation

˛

Stormwater pollution prevention

˛

Air quality

˛

Noise/vibration/light nuisance

˛

Existing mold

˛

Asbestos abatement/demolition permit

˛

Lead

˛

Waste management (hazardous, non-hazardous, recycling)

˛

Material storage

˛

LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
for sustainable design and construction

˛

Record keeping

˛

Policy Statement - a statement of the organization’s commitment to the environment

˛

Identification of Significant Environmental Impacts - environmental attributes of products, activities and services and
their effects on the environment

˛

Development of Objectives and Targets - environmental
goals for the organization

˛

Implementation - plans to meet objectives and targets

˛

Training - instruction to ensure employees are aware and
capable of fulfilling their environmental responsibilities

˛

Management Review V

Ensuring a successful CEMP requires the support of top management. As an example, if a jobsite violation occurs, the responsible
superintendent and project manager should meet with upper management to review the written plan, discuss what happened, how
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New WC-IECA Board Members
The Western Chapter would like to welcome Cameron Flower and Bobby Lall to our
Board of Directors. For committee descriptions and contact information for the full
Board please visit the Chapter web site at www.wcieca.org

Cameron Flower
Kitchell Environmental Services
Cameron is currently employed with Kitchell
Environmental Services, Inc. as a Sr. Environmental Manager. He has been in the erosion
and sediment control industry for 11 years in
both the public and private sectors. Cameron is
a CPESC, CESSWI and CISEC and a recognized
industry leader in AZ, through assisting clients
with their environmental compliance for Air
and Water Quality regulations. With Kitchell’s
support, Cameron was instrumental in working
with the AZ Chapter of the AGC to develop and
implement an industry specific dust control
training certification class for Maricopa County.
Since 2008 Cameron and his staff have trained and certify over 3,500 people within
the Construction Industry in compliance with Maricopa County’s most stringent Dust
Control Regulation.
In his free time, Cameron enjoys going to the gym and playing softball. On his weekends he spends a lot time with his daughter, which generally involves going to the
water park, pottery painting, bowling, or going to her favorite restaurant (this month
happens to be Applebees).

Order Your Western Chapter
Polo Shirt Today!

He actively participates in numerous environmental committees in Arizona including
the AGC, HBACA, ARPA, ACA and AESA. Cameron is excited about his appointment
to the WCIECA Board because he feels Arizona has a unique climate with respect to
erosion control. He wants to bring more educational opportunities to AZ, and feels air
quality (wind erosion) topics need to be addressed more in the Western Chapter than
in other Chapters.

Bobby Lall
Stormwater Plans, LLC
My name is Bobby Lall and I am delighted to be
serving the Western Chapter IECA on its Board of
Directors. Currently, I am the managing member
of Stormwater Plans, LLC which was formed in
2005 and is based in Surprise, AZ. My prior
experience includes working on a series of ADOT
projects as their consultant Resident Engineer.
I graduated college in 2000 with a BSc. in Civil
Engineering, and received my MBA in 2004. I
am currently registered as a PE in multiple states,
a CPESC, a CPSWQ, and just recently became a
CESSWI.

Stand out—be proud to be a member of the Western Chapter and help the Scholarship Fund! Polo
shirt features embroidered Chapter logo as seen
in photo. L and XL sizes only (not preshrunk)
$20/shirt plus shipping costs. All polo shirt profits benefit the WCIECA’s University scholarship
fund. Call Cyndi at 530 272-2407 or email her at
westernchapter@gmail.com with your quantity,
size and shipping information to place your
order. Credit card or check accepted.
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My goal in Arizona has always been to educate others on the importance of stormwater, erosion and sediment control. Arizona still lags behind many other states with its
understanding and lacks proper enforcement. It is my intention to help WCIECA in its
efforts to implement their vision in Arizona. V
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Upcoming Events

Training Courses, Exam Reviews and Exam Dates

October 2010
October 13-15 (Panama) Ibero-American
Conference, Control of Sediment and Erosion: Its Impact on the Environment and
Economy. See www.congresoerosionpana
ma.com for registration and more details.

November 2010
November 1-3 (Rancho Mirage, CA) CASQA
conference, “Rethinking Stormwater Creative Solutions to Complex Problems.”
See www.stormwaterconference.com for
registration and more details.
November 7-9 (Kings Beach, CA) 4th “Native
Revegetation: What Works” Technology
Transfer Workshop. See article “Can This
Land Be Saved” on page 3 of this newsletter and www.wcieca.org/events.htm for
more details of this Chapter-sponsored
educational undertaking that has met with
rave reviews.
November 15-18 (Redding, CA) Stillwater
Creek Biotechnical Streambank Stabilization Workshop. Learn how to stabilize
stream banks using state of the art
bioengineering techniques during 3 1/2
days of classroom and in-field instruction.
See www.wcieca.org/events.htm for more
details.

February 2011
February 20-23 (Orlando, FL) Environmental
Connection 2011 Annual Conference and
Expo of the International Erosion Control
Association. This is the premier educational event for the erosion, sediment
control and stormwater industry. Environmental Connection combines intense, full
and half day training courses with topicfocused technical sessions and the largest
expo of its kind. For more information
visit www.ieca.org
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California Construction General Permit QSD and QSP Training Courses provided by
CASQA-qualified CGP Trainers of Record (CGP-ToR). This training must be completed
by professionals developing SWPPPs (QSDs) or professionals implementing SWPPPs
(QSPs) under the CA construction general permit by September 2, 2011. Click on the
following link for a calendar of the planned QSD/QSP trainings being offered in CA.
http://www.casqa.org/TrainingandEducation/ConstructionGeneralPermitTraining/
CPGTrainingforQSDandQSP/tabid/208/Default.aspx
California State and Regional Water Board Exam Dates for Qualified SWPPP Developer
(QSD)/Qualified SWPPP Practioner (QSP) see the calendars at the following link:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/docs/training/
1011qsd_qsp_exam.pdf
The exams are administered separately from the courses. There are several exams
each month, in various parts of the state at the Water Board offices.
10/19/2010 (Palm Desert)
10/20/2010 (Rancho Cordova)
10/26/2010 (San Diego)
11/9/2010 (Oakland)
11/16/2010 (Palm Desert)
11/18/2010 (Los Angeles)
11/22/2010 (Capital - CalEPA Bldg)

11/30/2010 (San Diego)
12/1/2010 (San Luis Obispo)
12/8/2010 (Rancho Cordova)
12/14/2010 (Palm Desert)
12/16/2010 (Oakland)
12/16/2010 (Los Angeles)
12/28/2010 (San Diego)

October 27 & 28 (University of Phoenix in Honolulu, HI) CISEC Training Module
and Certification Examination. See brochure at http://www.cisecinc.org/
sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/honolulu2010brochure.pdf
November 4-5 (Westin Mission Hills in Rancho Mirage, California) CISEC
Training Modules and Certification Examination. See www.casqa.org and
www.cisecinc.org. Post-conference certification courses and exams, both the
CPESC and CISEC will be offered following the conference on November 4 and
5, 2010.
November 18 (Phoenix, AZ) Erosion Control Refresher Course. Register &
Payment may be made online at www.azagc.org – click on the AGC Training
Course icon. This course fulfills the ADOT ECC requirement for refresher
training. Certificates with expiration dates will be issued at the end of class.
December 14-15 (San Diego, CA) CISEC Training Modules and Certification
Examination. See www.cisecinc.org
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