
  

 
Western Chapter IECA 

Annual Chapter Meeting/Board of Directors Meeting 
Reno EC’09, NV 

February 9, 2009             5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions Peter McRae  

Attendees: 35 signed the meeting roster although 38 members and nonmembers were counted.  
Board Members: Peter McRae, Craig Benson, Dennis Ariza, Jane Ledford, Chris Marr, Robert 
Patterson.  

  
2. President’s Report Peter McRae 

Peter reported on the past and present successes of the Chapter.  The Chapter will be honored with 
the following awards for 2008!  

− Rick Granard Award of Distinction 
− Education/Outreach Award of Achievement 
− Membership Development Award of Achievement - honorable mention 

Thanks go to the large membership and the number of members facilitating classes in 2008.   
 
Peter touched on the last workshops sponsored and subsidized by the Chapter and he reiterated his 
goals for the Chapter.  His goals can be seen in a previous newsletter on the website at 
http://www.wcieca.org/newsletter/pdf/WCIECA_Summer_2008.pdf.  In summary, we will continue a grass 
roots effort to reach out into regions in a simpler way.  Continue our responsibility to support the 
needs of the Iberoamerican Chapter (our Sister Chapter).  A current newsletter is in the works. 
  
Peter briefly reported the Chapter is in good shape financially and there is some cushion to put on 
events without struggling to get everything covered.  The Board meets regularly in person or by 
teleconference.  December's Board minutes after the Woodland Conference are available on the 
website.  
 
Peter introduced Cyndi Brinkhurst as the new administrative assistant (as of January) to assist the 
Board and to continue to facilitate Chapter activities. 

 
Sister Chapter Update Craig Benson  
Craig requested help on all committees and encouraged attendees to get involved.  He then reported 
on the newly adopted sister chapter, the Iberoamerican Chapter that covers South and Central 
Americas and Mexico.  Membership is low, (approximately 30) with 15-20 countries trying to 
coordinate across a multitude of languages.  However, Iberoamerican chapter membership is 
expected to increase to around 50 based on EC09 attendance. 



  

 
The Chapter financed International Development chair Julie Etra’s attendance to their 2006 
conference in Argentina where she delivered a technical paper in her newly learned Spanish 
language.  In August of 2008, Julie Etra and Craig attended the Fourth Biannual Iberoamerican 
Erosion Control Conference in Brazil.  Craig Benson delivered (in Portuguese) his all-day Training 
Course “Hazard Mitigation and Erosion Control for At-Risk Communities”. Craig assisted Julie with 
her all-day Training Course “Sustainable Native Plant Establishment” (in Spanish), while Western 
Chapter member John McCullah presented a two all-day Training Courses on “EC for Unpaved 
Roads/Road Construction” and “Stream Bank Stabilization” in English. 
 
Julie and Craig reported these countries are ahead of the curve on soil biology in the mining sectors, 
and they have sophisticated lab and university studies of mycorrhiza.  Areas needing more attention 
are the use of native vegetation (as they are using agricultural seed), obtaining standards in industry 
and implementing mycorrhizal study results into field practice.  They were thankful for this 
opportunity and grateful to the sister chapter.  Julie and Craig also reported these countries might 
need assistance with government relations.  Perhaps the IECA can lobby for funding and for the 
practice of good sediment and erosion control.  The Western and Iberoamerican Chapters had a 
dinner meeting on Sunday to start addressing some of these needs.  The Western Chapter can 
provide some lessons learned about membership development, help with difficulties dealing with 
money exchange, setting up an American joint account to better assist them with conference 
registration, as their credit cards are not accepted internationally and all to help them receive 
member benefits.  The Iberoamerica Chapter can assist the Western Chapter by translating some 
technical documents to assist its multicultural heritage and membership. 
 

3. Members’ Input to 2009 / 2010 Activities 
Members were encouraged to fill in a questionnaire for a chance to win an iPod at the conference. 
• Training Workshops 

o Ideas locations/topics/improvements 
 Tahoe 
 Foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
 San Clemente Island Naval Base 
 Phoenix or Tucson 
 EC 101  
 Advanced/higher level education 
 Last fall the Technology Transfer Conference was videotaped.  DVD's could be 

produced with vignettes of the topics address and taken out to regions with a trainer 
and use these as a resource. 

 Choose family oriented vacation places so members can tie in conference with a 
summer vacation 

 Return to Hawaii-discussion included lessons learned, why last conference at this 
location was a success, how it could have been more successful with cross 
marketing from other organizations and local attendance  

 Northern California targeted workshops (Humboldt, Mendocino) technical training 
for contractors 

 Get the word out to contractors to increase awareness  
 California new general permit training, permit out at end of month 

• Training on qualifications for writing and implementing 
• State to outline content, then vendors to provide training 
• Sandy Mathews and Robert Patterson to follow up with this 



  

 Active Treatment Systems day dealing with terms, equipment, water quality 
sampling, sampling techniques 

 Training on US EPA permits 
 SWPPP, LID, LEED Stds. - where does IECA fit into the design?  Get all agencies 

together (Mike Sweeney & Marvin Davis both wish to be included on further 
conversation in this area) 

• Ecotech 
Dennis Ariza reported on the 2007 training in Suisun City, CA.  $2400 from vendor fees went to 
the Chapter's Scholarship fund.  He is tentatively planning a workshop for Aug 4&5, 2009 with a 
$25 discount to Chapter members.  Probable agenda includes regulations on the 1st day with CA 
state low impact development with Ecotech training for BMP installation offering Bay Area 
CEU's.  Exams on day two.  He appealed for members to get involved and he requested speakers.  
Vendor booths will again be available for $200.00, with all proceeds going to the WIECA 
scholarship. 
 

• Scholarship Fund 
The Western Chapter has a scholarship fund for juniors and seniors in 4-year colleges who have 
declared majors relevant to the erosion and sediment control field and who plan to pursue 
erosion control careers.  An application form for the 2009-10 academic year will be available on 
website for 2-$2,500 scholarships.  The Board needs to approve the draft application and we 
need to advertise that the scholarship is available. 
 

Western Chapter polo shirts are now available and profits go to the scholarship fund.  Craig 
encouraged members to sign up for the Survivor Challenge for the chance to make funds for the 
scholarship fund. 

 
4. Reports of Committees: 

Inter-Organization Liaison: Craig / Jane 
Peter stated as the organization is driven by membership, the plan is to be more inter-organization 
orientated, look at cross-pollination of members and what we have in common to bring in additional 
members.  Members are encouraged to take the Chapter Booth to other conferences to spread the 
word about WC/IECA to fertilize growth and represent the Chapter in other associations.  Examples 
include Society for Ecological Restoration (SERCal), Society for Wetland Scientists (SWS), AEP 
(Association of environmental professionals), CASQA (California Stormwater Association), APWA 
(American Public Works Association), AGC (The Associated General Contractors of America), and 
NSPE (National Society of Professional Engineers).  Please make other recommendations. 
 
Intra-Chapter Activities: Mike / Peter / Robert 
Peter talked about the Chapter's Ambassador Program and how the Board needs members to be a 
conduit for ideas from their region.  For example, perhaps there is need for an ambassador from 
Arizona to address air quality issues?  Do other areas have erosion control concerns related to 
agriculture, reclamation or forestry? 
 
IECA Government Relations: Kent Stevenson 
Peter stated there was a lack of government relations in the past but now we have Kent as a liaison.  
Kent welcomes and requests any alerts to such matters.  

 
5. Meeting adjourned at 6:23 PM.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Cyndi Brinkhurst, Administrative Assistant 



  

Summary of Western Chapter Questionnaire Results EC09 Reno Feb 6-12, 2009 
According to the IECA, 164 Western Chapter members were registered to attend EC09, as of 1/27/09. 
49 entry forms were returned to the iPod entry box at the Host Chapter Welcoming Booth.  3 were from 
members of other chapters and two Western Chapter members submitted additional forms with more 
great comments.  Therefore, 44/164 or ~27% of the members responded to the survey.  Other members 
chose to be heard at the general meeting. 
 
We asked the following questions. 
1. What (events, trainings, workshops, information, etc.) do you want to see from the Western 

Chapter of the IECA? 
Answers varied from agriculture, BMPS, dust, general permit, green technologies, golf tournaments 
to wine tours, stormwater, vegetation and weeds. Lots of great ideas and needs were suggested. 

 
2. What specific topics do you think need to be addressed in trainings/workshops or the 

newsletter? 
ATS, BMPS, installation, LID, maintenance, monitoring, native plant revegetation, new regs and 
technologies were some of the topics requested. 

 
3. Where would you like to see a training or workshop occur? 

In California, trainings would be appreciated in Southern, Central, Northern and Eastern California 
or Nevada.  In addition, Hawaii and Arizona were mentioned as locations.   

 
Recommended month(s)?  All months were mentioned.  
 
Recommended presenter(s)? (Is there an expert in this field you would like to hear?) John 
McCullah, Brent Hallock and Russell Foster were names recommended more than once. 
 

4. What are your suggestions for ways to reach out to existing and current members?  
Email, newsletter, website, postcards & smaller social local events seemed to be popular.   

 
5. How can the Chapter be most effective in these challenging economic times? 

Conduct smaller low cost local trainings, offer discounts and webinars were some recommendations 
along with many others.  
 

6. Other? 
I urge the Board to read the actual results as summarizing the varied comments is difficult. All 
comments are in the attached table.   

 
Other Results for WCIECA at EC09 

 iPod shuffle winners; Doug Loudon, Brent Hallock and Wendell Ho  

 11 new Chapter Polo-Shirts were purchased with profits going to the scholarship fund 

 $155 was solicited through the sales of SOIL pins with profits going towards the engineers without 
borders project called Save Our International Lands. 

 The Western and Iberoamerica, Sister Chapters took Second Place in the Survivor Challenge with 
each Chapter winning $200 plus IECA hats to team members 


