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Call for Articles
Do you have a technical 
article, regulatory update or 
event announcement you’d 
like to share with your fellow 
members? Forward them to 
Robert Patterson, WCIECA 
communications director at 
robert.patterson@pulte.com 
and we’ll publish them in the 
next issue of Western Chapter 
News!

We Need Your E-mail 
Address!
The WCIECA uses email to 
contact members concerning 
Chapter news, coming events 
and newsletter publication.

Please make sure we have 
your current email address, or 
make sure you check the web 
site regularly for information 
on Chapter events and news. 

WESTERN CHAPTER-IECA BOARD ELECTION CALL FOR CANDIDATES

It’s Time to Get Involved 
opportunities for the Chapter members, helping 
the Chapter and IECA grow, and responding to 
member questions and concerns. 

The Chapter needs everyone’s support and 
participation to make this a viable organization; 
please consider running for a Director position if 
you can make the commitment. There are many 

See Call for Candidates, pg. 6

It is time for our Western Chapter Board of 
Directors election. Three full term (3-year) Direc-
tor positions are up for election. We are seeking 
individuals who want to actively participate in 
creating a vision for the Western Chapter and 
working to implement that vision. 

Key responsibilities for the Directors are 
managing and administering the Chapter as a 
not-for-profit corporation, creating educational 

How Can We Support the International Erosion 
Control Association at EC09?
As many of you already know, the International 
Erosion Control Association’s Environmental 
Conference 2009 will be held in Reno.  Being that 
Reno is in the Western Chapter’s region, we want 
to make sure we are a gracious host and provide 
as much support as we possibly can to assure the 
conference is a huge success.    

There are a number of opportunities for Western 
Chapter members to provide support:

 • Attend the conference and wear your West-
ern Chapter ribbon on your name badge

 • Sign-up to be a workshop moderator at the 
registration booth

 • Become an event sponsor (see IECA.org)

 • Attend the Chapter Challenge

 • Attend the Chapter Meeting

 • Volunteer to represent us at our booth

 • Mentor a Western Chapter scholarship 
candidate, encourage them to attend

 • Recruit new IECA or Western Chapter 
members, encourage them to attend

 • Volunteer for a Western Chapter subcom-
mittee

Another way chapter members can help is to be 
a ‘greeter’ on Sunday night and help groups of 
people just arriving connect with other folks and 
find a restaurant recommended by local chapter 
members.

It is in challenging markets and down economies 
that your support is most needed.  On behalf of 
the Western Chapter Board of directors we thank 
you in advance for your support and look forward 
to seeing you in Reno at EC 2009. V

Robert A. Patterson, MBA, CPESC, CESSWI
WCIECA Director

Pulte Home Corporation, (949) 307-5436, 
robert.patterson@pulte.com

mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
http://www.ieca.org
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President’s Message

Exciting Activities and Events Ahead 
for Western Chapter
It’s June 2008 and we have a series of excit-
ing activities scheduled, or in the works, for 
members located throughout our Chapter 
region.First, we are hosting our “Native Reveg-
etation: What Works” Technology Transfer 
Workshop in San Diego, California, on June 
19 + 20.  This 2-day event is a fulfillment of a 
number of the Steering Course Adjustments 
outlined in my previous President’s Message, 
including boosting our involvement in educa-
tional outreach and inserting greater variety 
into our educational curriculum.  More than 
simply a “how to” training class, this Workshop 
is geared towards challenging presenters and 
attendees alike with what is lacking in our con-
ventional revegetation practices in an effort to 
improve what is largely a less-than-stellar track 
record of success.

Revegetation technologies that have higher rates 
of success in our arid region are the focus of the San Diego Workshop.  If the effort is 
well received, we may tackle the even more challenging “elephant in the living room” 
industry shortcoming:  revegetation project implementation.  This future workshop 
would address seeding design shortcomings; specification writing that is clear, con-
cise, and ironclad to provide a level playing field for bidding contractors, supervision 
of implementation, monitoring of results, etc.  These progressive sequel workshops 
are slated to be staged in Phoenix/Tucson, AZ; Sacramento, CA; Reno/Las Vegas, 
NV; anyone ready for a second foray over to Hawaii?

In my opinion, the timing is right for grass roots, low cost gatherings that integrate 
the WCIECA’s collective academic talents and field experience.  Our industry is in 
the throes of an economic slowdown, causing many of us to not have the resources to 
travel far in our search for enlightenment.  Now is also the time to ensure that every 
dollar we spend be effectively and efficiently applied towards revegetation projects 
that can be successful.

Second, a number of Western Chapter members met up with IECA’s incoming 
Executive Director Russ Adsit and Kate Nowak in Reno, NV on May 14 for an Envi-
ronmental Connection 2009 Pre-planning meeting.  As host Chapter, this EC’09 
Connect to Solutions Conference and Expo scheduled for February 9-13, 2009 has 
the potential to become personalized as a Western Chapter soil and water event with 
an international flavor.  The Atlantis Hotel is in the midst of a near total makeover, 
including the construction of a sky bridge connection to the Reno Convention 
Center.  We’ll be in touch with you as 2008 progresses with ideas on how you might 
wish to become involved with staging the conference.  At the very least, mark your 
calendar and plan to attend.

My focus continues to be centered on the implementation of the above-referenced 
Steering Course Adjustments designed to enrich the education, networking, and 
professional development experiences that accrue to being a Western Chapter-IECA 
member.  Nevertheless, your Board is also continuing with the exciting task of sup-
porting our adopted sister chapter, the Iberoamerican Chapter, in their efforts 
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Peter McRae, WCIECA President
pmcrae@san.rr.com

Quattro Environmental, Inc.
(619) 522-0044

Calendar of Events
June 2008
June 22–25 (Denver, CO) ASTM Soil & Rock 

June 2008 Committee Week. For more 
information visit www.astm.org

July 2008
July 16 (Conference Call) Western Chapter 

Board of Directors Meeting. For more 
information, contact Tony Pitts at 
530-662-7700 or tony@earth-savers.com

July 26–30 (Tucson, AZ) SWCS Annual 
Conference. Visit www.swcs.org

August 2008
August 3–7 (Orlando, FL) StormCon, the 

North American Surface Water Qual-
ity Conference & Exposition. For more 
information visit www.stormcon.com. 
Steve Di Giorgi 805-682-1300 x129 or 
stevedg@forester.net

August 13–16 (Santa Rosa, CA) SERCAL 
Society for Ecological Restoration 
California Chapter Annual Conference 
“Restoration’s Bigger Picture”.  For 
more information visit www.sercal.org 
or contact Susan Clark 661-634-9228 or 
smclark@lightspeed.net 

September 2008
September 21–24 (Oakland, CA) CASQA 

Annual Conference.  Visit www.casqa.org

October 2008
October 2–4 (CSU Chico, CA)  California 

Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) 2008 
Symposia. Visit www.cal-ipc.org or 
contact info@cal-ipc.org,  510-217-3500. 

October 16 (Conference Call) Western Chapter 
Board of Directors Meeting. For more 
information, contact Tony Pitts at 
530-662-7700 or tony@earth-savers.com

November 2008
November 19–22 (Kona, HI) CLCA Annual 

Convention. For more information visit 
www.clca.us

mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
http://www.pcseed.com
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Professional Listings
Western Botanical Services, Julie Etra, Owner. 
775-849-3223, 775-849-3303. WBS provides 
consulting services for design of erosion control, 
wetlands and riparian areas as well as botanical 
surveys and wetland delineations. Construc-
tion management services are also available. 

President, continued from pg. 2

to stage their Fourth Biannual Iberoamerican Erosion Control Conference in Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil, August 4 – 8.

In 2006 we sponsored International Development Committee chair Julie Etra’s 
attendance at their conference in Argentina where she delivered a technical paper 
in her newly learned Spanish language.  This time around the Western Chapter will 
also be represented by Craig Benson delivering (in Portuguese) his all-day Training 
Course “Hazard Mitigation and Erosion Control for At-Risk Communities”.  The 
following day Craig will assist Julie with her all-day Training Course “Sustainable 
Native Plant Establishment” (in Spanish), while Western Chapter member John 
McCullah will be presenting two all-day Training Courses on “EC for Unpaved 
Roads/Road Construction” and “Stream Bank Stabilization” in English.

Also at the Iberoamerican Conference, the WCIECA is sponsoring a Chapter Lead-
ers Reception to engage in a meaningful dialogue about the future direction of the 
Iberoamerican Chapter and how the IECA International Development Committee 
and WCIECA can support the growth of the Iberoamerican Chapter.  This reception 
will be co-facilitated by Iberoamerican Chapter President Gustavo Salerno, IECA 
International Development Committee chair Julie Etra, and Western Chapter 
Administrative Vice-President Craig Benson.

All the best, and looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible in San Diego. V

WCIECA Welcomes Three on Board 
The Western Chapter IECA has been advancing the mission and message of erosion 
and sediment control for over a decade due to the hard work and dedication of our 
membership, particularly those who serve on the WCIECA Board and committees.  
Three dynamic individuals ran and were elected to the Board last year for three-year 
terms.  They are:

Chris A. Marr, CPESC 
Chris has been in the landscaping industry for 
29 years, a WCIECA member for 9 years, and a 
CPESC since 2001.  His professional career has 
involved both product development and sourcing 
for the erosion industry.  Chris has developed 
over 15 new products to help fight stormwater 
pollution, including a new alternative to silt fence 
designed for installation in rough terrain.

Originally earning a B.S. in Zoology and a Minor 
in Botany from Oregon State University, some 
of his favorite West Coast projects include the 
re-establishment of shoreline kelp beds and 
mitigation of PCB contamination in wildlife-rich 
estuaries.  Chris’ interests also cross over into 
agriculture where he developed innovative meth-
ods for protecting Fuji apples from sun scalding 
and hail, as well as harvesting artichokes.

Understanding the need for education, Mr. Marr 
has also been very active in training state, county, 
and city staff on basics of erosion and sediment control in several U.S. states and 
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Chris A. Marr, CPESC
WCIECA Director
camarr@earthlink.net

(916) 985-7787

http://www.profileproducts.com/
mailto:camarr@earthlink.net
http://www.earth-savers.com
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Board, continued from pg. 3

Canada.  A frequent contributor to industry journals, look for Chris’ most recent article 
in the January/February 2008 issue of Erosion Control Magazine.

Chris follows our industry’s trends and counters the current downturn in the con-
struction-related work by reaching out to homeowners with low-impact, “green”, 
post-construction BMPs.   Chris states, “It is going to take new ideas to deal with the 
environmental issues facing us and I can contribute to the Western Chapter to help 
face these new challenges ahead.”

Robert A. Patterson, MBA, CPESC, CESSWI 
Robert is currently employed by Pulte Home 
Corporation/Del Webb as their National Direc-
tor of Environmental and Safety Compliance. 
His role supports Pulte’s nationwide residential 
home building operations by setting compli-
ance policies, providing training for employees 
and contractors, as well as defining internal 
Best Practice Standards.  With Pulte’s support, 
Robert has contributed to the development of 
the CESSWI program, pursued his certification 
to teach both the CPESC and CESSWI review 
course, and is serving on the Western Chapter 
Board of Directors.  

Robert joined the Board to “further ensure that 
our Chapter remains the most highly regarded 
within IECA, to continue to enhance the Board’s 
effectiveness at developing informative, afford-
able and memorable conferences, and to harness 
my energy and business management back-
ground to help enhance the overall membership 
experience.”   

Robert also teaches Physical Geography part-time at Saddleback College where he also 
brings a wealth of information on career opportunities within the storm water quality 
industry to his students.

Mary A. Larsen, CPESC
Mary grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area 
where she began her construction career as a 
laborer, heavy equipment operator, estimator, 
operation manager and then started her own 
construction company in 1985. Larsen is a Cali-
fornia State Licensed General Engineering Con-
tractor for over 23 years, a Certified Professional 
in Erosion & Sediment Control (CPESC)  and has 
more than 33 years of experience in land devel-
opment, underground, grading & paving, master 
plan community mapping, permits, entitlements, 
stormwater management, new business develop-
ment, green building, operations and senior 
project management in the public works, land 
development and home building industry. Mary 
currently operates her company Stormwater 
Specialists and specializes in stormwater and 
construction management, SWPPP plans, inspec
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Robert A. Patterson
MBA, CPESC, CESSWI
WCIECA Director
robert.patterson@pulte.com

Pulte Home Corporation
(949) 307-5436

Mary A. Larsen, CPESC
WCIECA Director
mary@stormwaterspecialists.com

Stormwater Specialists
(916) 230-0370

mailto:mary@stormwaterspecialists.com
http://www.strawwattles.com
http://www.kiwipower.com
http://www.rainforrent.com
http://www.ssseeds.com
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tions, training, testing and sampling services for private and public works projects.

In Larsen’s new position with Western Chapter of IECA, she brings hand-on experi-
ence as an erosion control contractor for the value engineering, installation, mainte-
nance, and inspections of erosion control materials.  Mary is the contractor contact for 
WCIECA and brings management and leadership skills, financial experience, strong 
industry relationships and optimistic attitude to support, encourage, grow and assist 
our IECA members to better ensure their long-term success!

2008 Elections 
Three Board positions will be open in August 2008.  Elections will be held by July 
31, 2008 and nominations can be sent into the WCIECA up to 60 days in advance 
to the Administrative Vice President <craig@nrsrcaa.org>.  Self-nominations are 
also acceptable.  Please consider running for a Board position or serving on one the 
important committees as described on the WCIECA webpage. 

Craig Benson,  WCIECA Administrative Vice President
Redwood Community Action Agency, (707) 269-2002, craig@nrsrcaa.org

Call for Candidates, continued from pg. 1

as valuable as helping join erosion control professionals in the pursuit of shared 
knowledge and experience.

If you have been an active Western Chapter member for at least one year and are 
interested in running for a Director position, please email your brief candidacy 
statement (a description of yourself and an explanation as to why you want to serve 
on the Western Chapter Board of Directors) to Craig Benson, Administrative Vice 
President at:

Redwood Community Action Agency    or  craig@nrsrcaa.org 
904 G Street, Eureka, CA  95501

Candidacy statements must be received by JULY 8, 2008. Your statement 
should be no more than 200 words. If you have any questions about serving on the 
Board or about your eligibility, please contact a current Director, contact information 
is on the WCIECA web site  at www.wcieca.org. V

Peter McRae, WCIECA President
Quattro Environmental, Inc., (619) 522-0044, pmcrae@san.rr.com

REGULATORY UPDATE

California Storm 
Water Discharge 
Permit for 
Construction Sites
One June 11th, the California State Water 
Resources Control Board received more than 
1,000 comment letters on the latest Draft Tenta-
tive Order for the discharge of storm water from 
construction sites.  The forthcoming permit covers 
all construction projects in the state greater than 
1 acre.  Final content of the new permit is yet to 
be decided, but some new elements will certainly 
be in the next permit compared to the current 
permit, which was last updated in 1999.

Key changes include a four-tiered “risk” based 
approach to selecting appropriate erosion and 
sediment control best management practices, 
numeric effluent limits for pH and turbidity, use 
of “numeric action levels” at most construction 
sites for fine tuning BMPs, receiving water moni-
toring requirements for most sites, construction 
phase and post construction phase hydromodifi-
cation control requirements, and a requirement 
to update all storm water pollution prevention 
plans in the state (approximately 20,000 active 
permits) within 100 days of permit adoption.

As one could imagine from the number of com-
ment letters submitted, there is tremendous 
interest in crafting and shaping the revised permit 
by construction industry stakeholders including 
the home-builders, linear pipeline and utility 
contractors, and local governments.  According 
to state staff, the earliest that a revised Draft 
Tentative Order could be brought forward for 
State Board adoption is August 2008.  However, 
given the concerns expressed by key stakeholders 
during the comment process, the permit may not 
be ready for adoption in time for the 2008-2009 
rainy season in California.

Mark Grey, Ph.D. , Director of Environmental Affairs 
Building Industry Association of Southern California
(909) 396-9993, mgrey@biasc.org

Drainage improvement? 
Pictured at right, poor design and no maintenance.  Taken 

along the tourist corridor, Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.  Photo 

courtesy of Julie Etra, julieetra@aol.com

mailto:craig@nrsrcaa.org
http://www.wcieca.org
mailto:pmcrae@san.rr.com
mailto:mgrey@biasc.org
mailto:julieetra@aol.com
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Storm Water Credential Programs
Recent drafts of the California Construction General Permit have 
outlined two levels of certification within the Storm Water Compli-
ance industry.  The two distinctly different categories they have out-
lined are: Storm Water Inspectors (practitioners) and Storm Water 
Designers.  The distinct delineation is that inspectors should not 
attempt to be SWPPP designers.  In effort to help our membership 
base better understand the various credential programs available, 
we have provided the following brief summary:

Storm Water Inspector Programs
(Qualified for inspection only)

Certified Erosion Sediment Storm Water Inspector (CESSWI)

Organization
CESSWI, LLC, a program of EnviroCert, International, Inc. Enviro-
Cert is the umbrella organization of CESSWI, CPESC, and CPSWQ. 

Requirements

 • Three (3) Years experience overseeing land disturbing 
activities governed by the EPA and the Clean Water Act

 • Two (2) Years experience with a qualified degree

 • Documentation of completed Storm Water courses

 • Professional Experience Profile for each job

 • Four (4) Professional References

 • Pass Exam with a score of 70% or higher

 • CESSWI-IT (IT=In Training) Program now available

Cost

  $135 Application Fee IECA or SWCS members
$150 non-members

  Review Workshop fees vary $165 to $265 (1 day)
Visit www.cesswi.org for more information.

Certified Inspector Sediment and Erosion Control (CISEC)

Organization
CISEC, Inc. 

Requirements

 • Two (2) Years Storm Water Inspector experience

 • Documentation of completed Storm Water courses

 • Three (3) Professional References

 • Pass Exam with a score of 75% or higher

Cost
  $130 Application Fee

  $250 Workshop (1 and 1/2 day) optional
Visit www.cisecinc.org for more information.

Storm Water Program Designer Programs
(Qualified to design and inspect)

Certified Professional Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC)

Organization
CPESC, LLC, a program of EnviroCert, International, Inc. 

Requirements

 • Seven (7) years professional experience

 • Three (3) years professional experience with a qualified 
Bachelors Degree

 • Professional Experience Profile for each job

 • Four (4) Professional References

 • Pass Exam with a score of 70% or better (4 hours max)

 • CPESC-IT (IT=In Training) Program now available

Cost
  Visit www.cpesc.org for more information.

Certified Professional Storm Water Quality (CPSWQ)

Organization
CPSWQ, LLC, a program of EnviroCert, International, Inc. 

Requirements

 • Six (6) years storm water quality professional level experi-
ence with a qualified Bachelors Degree

 • Four (4) years storm water quality professional level experi-
ence with a qualified Graduate Degree

 • Two (2) years storm water quality professional level experi-
ence with a qualified PhD degree

 • Four (4) Professional References

Cost
  Visit www.cpswq.org for more information.

CPESC/CPSWQ/CESSWI  Exams and 
Exam Review Schedule
NOTE: To sit in any of the certification exams you must have 
approval from CPESC, Inc., or CESSWI, LLC.  Approval is gained 
through the application process available at www.cpesc.org.

July 26 (Tuscon, AZ)
CPESC Exam Review
CESSWI Exam Review 

July 27 (Tuscon, AZ) 
CPESC Exam
CESSWI Exam

August 5 (Roseville, CA)
CESSWI Exam Review 

August 6 (Roseville, CA)
CESSWI Exam

http://www.cesswi.org
http://www.cisecinc.org
http://www.cpesc.org
http://www.cpswq.org

